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Disclosure to Promote the Right To Information 

Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of 
education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the 
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 
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FOREWORD 

0.1 This Indian Standard was adopted by the In- 
dian Standards Institution on 27 January 1976, after 
the draft finalized by the Travel Requisites Section- 
al Committee had been approved by the Consumer 
Products and Medical Instruments Division Coun- 
cil. 

0.2 Briefcases differ in design, shape, colour and 
size from one manufacturer to another. Even with 
a particular size and shape, the quality of the 
material and the workmanship may be different. 

0.3 In view of the difficulties encountered by in- 
dentors in Selecting the proper material of choice, 
the Committee responsible for formulation of this 
standard agreed to stipulate the essential require- 
ments of these items in this specification. In addi- 
tion, it is expected to serve as a guidance to 
manufacturers to orient their production to 
manufacture briefcases of a durable and acceptable 
quality. 

.*. 
0.4 In the preparation of this standard, consider- 
able assistance has been derived from the following 
publications : 

5-GP-26a Briefcases; leather, inspectors, 
solid-compartment style. Canadian Govern- 
ment Specification Board. 

5-GP-26b Briefcases; leather, frame style. 
Canadian Government Specification Board. 

KK-B-650A Briefcase (leather). US Federal 
Specification. 

0.5 This standard contains clauses which call for 
agreement between the purchaser and the supplier 
and which permit the purchaser to use his option 
for selection to suit his requirements. The relevant 
clauses are 3.1, 4.1, 4.4, 5.6, 6.1 and 8.1. 
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0.6 qfc %&H\ ?t ft> f^f *TR3> 3 ft>*ft 0tf$TT fa^fa 
3>T <TM? f^TT W I *IT ^f , eft TftOT 3T fe^T 

*ft SffoPT *TR 3TTCT ?t, 3$ IS 2-1960* $ 3gffT? 

^rf^> 3 3^r f^rm ^n^ I ^rffW Tr=ff 3f ^rrsf^> 

3 fol T? t I 



0.6 For the purpose of deciding whether a par- 
ticular requirement of this standard is complied 
with, the final value, observed or calculated, ex- 
pressing the result of a test or analysis, shall be 
rounded off in accordance with IS 2 : 1960*. The 
number of significant places retained in the 
rounded off value should be the same as that of the 
specified value in this standard. 
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1 SCOPE 

1.1 This standard prescribes the requirements for 
briefcases used for carrying files, office correspon- 
dance, stationary, etc. 

2 MATERIALS 

2.1 The various components of the briefcases shall 
be made from the materials specified in Table 1. 
Materials, not specifically designated, shall be 
suitable for the purpose intended. 

3 SHAPE AND DESIGN 

3.1 The briefcases shall be manufactured to the 
shape and design as agreed to between the pur- 
chaser and the supplier. 

3.2 Briefcases of 400 mm length and 300 mm 
breadth have been specified in Fig. 1, 2 and 3. 

4 MANUFACTURE 

4.1 The briefcases may be of collapsible type, 
frame type or noa-collapsible type, as agreed to 
between the purchase* am! the supplier. 

4*2 The collapsible type briefcases shall have mini- 
mum three pockets, each expandable to a width of 
40 mm. Jhe pockets shall be equally spaced. The 
collapsible type briefcases shall be provided with 
two straps going round the body. The straps shall 
be of sufficient length to close the briefcases when 
fully expanded. The straps may also be attached to 
the front edge of the flap. The straps shall be 
provided with loops to enable the free ends to tuck 
in. The holes for buckle prong shall be made in the 
centre of the straps at 30 mm distance. 

4.3 The frame type briefcases shall have collapsible 
steel frame. The frame shall be suitably hinged and 
riveted. The expandable width of the briefcase shall 
be 200 mm. The frame type briefcases shall be 
provided with 3 pockets. The outside pockets shall 
expand to a width of 40 mm. A drop bottom panel 
shall be fixed in the middle of the bottom to enable 
the briefcase to collapse to a minimum thickness. 



**f(wi^** *ipft % ^rf^r wfcft faon ( $*i{)I$i<i ) I 



♦Rules for rounding off numerical values (revised). 
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The drop bottom panel shall be capable of lifting 
and dropping easily. 

4,4 The flap of the non-collapsible type briefcase 
shall have a solid compartment without any pock- 
ets. One or two collapsible pockets may be provided 
in front of the briefcase as agreed to between the 
purchaser and the supplier. The briefcase may also 
be provided with one strap going round the body 
for fastening when fully loaded. 



Table 1 



IBH ^* HPT 

Sl No. Component 

(1) (2) 

1- srar 



Body 



m<^i i *fWii<fl <£ m*H £ ftnj uwfiwi 




(mi.i) 




1 Materials for Components of Briefcases 

(Clause 2.1) 




Material 
(3) 


3> STjera 

Conforming to 
(4) 


<H*U.Rl, s&H vJW3l tJ4)0H tj 4$ ft fad 

%z, j m, g^r 353$ m ^ffi 


IS 1259 : 1962* 3>T 
itS 2 3RT^T ife 3 


Vegetable, chrome or combination 

tanned sheep, cow, young buffalo leather 


— 


Leathercloth 


Grade 2 or Grade 3 of 
IS 1259: 1962* 



*nte 



Gusset 



sift ft^MH 



Foundation material, drop 
bottom and partitions 



tfii«K tiiijA 



Lining material 



3T«nT *MmH for 
Chrome retanned/chrome tanned or 
combination leather 

Cardboard 

or 

Plywood 

or 

Fibreboard * 

<31T^TT ^T?F 

^tift src^ \aiw( ^rar 

Lining leather 

or 

Leathercloth 

or 
Rayon satin lining cloth 



IS303:1960f *ff^*ft#5 
IS 1658 : 1966$ 



Any grade of IS 303 : 1960t 

IS 1658 : 1966* 

IS 3840 : 1966§ ^ ft>FT 

2 3t«?m fe^T 3 

IS 1259 : 1962* ST *5 4 

IS 2136: 1962" 
Type 2 or Type 3 of 
IS3840:1966§ 

Grade 4 of IS 1259: 1962* 

IS 2136:1962" 



* fa«uv?t *rf^ 3>*t% (for ^nw) aft ftfttfte ( j^flftfir ) i 

* Specification for vinyl coated fabrics (leathercloth) ( revised ). 

t wtrt ssrof $ fctfr mi^s 5 ^ faftrfe ( $*&%& ) \ 

t Specification for plywood for general purposes ( revised ). 

t TOT «i&tsf sJfr RRifc ( yiQlha ) I 

$ Specification for fibre hardboards ( revised ). 

$ Specification for lining leathers. 

' ' Specification for rayon lining cloth* 
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SLNo. 

(1) 



6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 



Component 
(2) 



Sewing thread 



D rings, feet 

Slide fasteners 

cTTcff 

Lock 

Rivets 

3T3T 

Frame 

Buckle 



Material 
(3) 



fcf^TSFIT 

Cotton thread 

or 

Linen thread 



Mild steel 
$ Wkl 3T*J3T ^RT 
Steel or brass 
fFTTcr v3f$reT Ittffi 
Steel or brass 

Steel or aluminium 

5FTRT 

Steel 

5"«kt srsrar <frcr?r 

Steel or brass 



Conforming to 
(4) 

IS 1720 : 1969* *ft faftmcll 

h^it 5, 14 ^jsrar 19 

IS92 ^TX3 
(IS 2196 : 1966f TO 18s/5 ) 
Variety No. 5, 14 or 19 of 
IS 1720 : 1969* 
92taxx3(18s/5of 
IS 2196 : 1966f) 



IS 3148 : 1967* 
IS 3148 : 1967* 



IS3974:1967§ 
IS 3974 : 1967$ 



IS 4274 : 1967" 
IS 4274: 1967" 



* Specification for cotton sewing threads (first revision ). 

t Specification for linen sewing thread for aeronautical purposes ( revised ). 

% Specification for metallic slide fasteners. 

§ WHHJ 3>P# % fcT^^t J?^f% ft%$ ^ faftlftd 1 

§ Specification for bifurcated rivets for general purposes. 

" Specification for buckles. 



IS 8087 : 1976 




5 *>ifnRi *m tot™ 



Fig. 1 Briefcase, Collapsible Type 

5 WORKMANSHIP AND FINISH 



5,1 fatt$ r&> ^TTT 3 St, fcrcrtf 28 % 32 ef* Sfr 

^ut ^r^g^F^f *?pttc *n^ sr^f ft%? ?fttct w 



5.1 The stitching shall be single row stitch with 28 
to 32 stitches per decimetre and of even tension. At 
the end of each row of stitch, there shall be at least 
three back stitches, except where reinforcing with a 
rivet is done or suitable cross stitching is done. The 
thread ends shall be trimmed or seared. 




Aitemwrivfi shape of ifM 
with the owoair *"*"" 
Hwmowa-ue 




Fig. 2 Briefcase, Frame Type 
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5.2 $5eT *ftcT fafW 3*0" (^FT3T feRHT §3TT) Ft f^RT 

* faff <r? ?ft $ it ^^f % % §*rra>? zm ?n# 

STTg ^ 3: 3>T3f $ STTT <T33ft ?RF $ rRT^ ^1 

<ira¥ 3>t tfte % H<*s} $ f^ ^ $ <ft$ ??n?r ^ft 

5.4 *nfe ^ffT 1.5 f*pft*iteF ?t I TRfc, 3>ff sfc*ff $ 
ftrtf cfen ^ ^ *tpt tfte srcr sftsr ^ I ^<&yT 
% ftps T^te sik sf^ sft flroft *p> & £5 3ft ?t I 

WscT St <3ftl 3S t£3> & g3>$ 2FT ^P[ ^| tj^q gft 

orPrf^r *p^ 125 f*rtt ?rit ^fif 60 ftrft $ 1 
5.6 #fa^r $ 3>sr ?r*n Pntf ^ ^ 3>r wt&tt 2 



5.2 The handle shall be of the round vickle type 
(paper wound) covered with leather or leather 
cloth and lock stitched across the top. The handle 
shall be reinforced with a flat steel strip. The ends 
of the flat strip shall loop round two D rings at- 
tached to the ends of the handle. The spread of the 
handle shall be 150 mm. The colour and finish of 
the handle shall match the body of the briefcase. 

S3 The briefcase locks shall be of adjustable three 
position locks. The locks shall be positioned sym- 
metrically from the centre. The locks shall be 
secured by six metal prongs. A backing steel plate 
may be used to clench the locks securely. The hasp 
member of the lock shall be riveted to the bottom 
cover flap with tubular rivets. 

5.4 Gusset leather shall be 1.5 mm thick. The Gus- 
set shall be cemented to the ends and bottom of the 
compartment frame by glue. Gusset and body shall 
be of the same grade of material for leathercloth 
briefcases. 

5.5 Lock flap shall be of single piece sewn between 
the briefcase front and the frame. The nominal 
length of the flap shall be 125 mm and width 60 mm. 

5.6 The partitions and drop bottom panel shall be 
2.00 mm thick. They shall be covered with suitable 
cloth as agreed to between the purchaser and the 
supplier. 




Fig. 3 Briefcase, Non-Collapsible Type 
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5.7 *Pft SWRT $ HPff <TT ^1068: 1966* * *S 3 
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5.7 All steel components shall be electroplated 
chromium over nickel forming to Grade 3 of 
IS 1068: 1966*. 

5.8 The briefcases shall be soundly constructed 
and finished smooth with any sharp edges or con- 
structional defects. There shall not be arty loose 
thread and uneven seams. 



5.9 In respect of appearance, general workmanship 
and finish the briefcase shall conform to the sample 
previously approved by the consumer. 

6. SAMPLING 

6.1 Unless otherwise agreed to between the pur- 
chaser and the supplier, the procedure given in 
IS 2500 (Part 1) : 1973t shall be followed for sam- 
pling. The inspection level and sampling plan as 
given in 6.2 and 6.3 shall be followed. 

6.2 The size of sampling shall correspond to inspec- 
tion level III given in Table 1 of IS 2500 (Part 1) : 
1973f for all the requirements specified in this 
standard. 

6.3 The sampling plan shall correspond to AQL 
plans of 4.0 percent given ia Table 2 of IS 2500 
(Part 1) : 1973f. 

7 MARKING 



7.1 Sc*ta> dflMxfol q? QhRiRski v$ srft w* aft* 
F^ f^f^T 3ffW feft 3F$f : 

7.1.1 7c*te> 4\*b$>n qr *tr^ 3^? *ft tffiffi $t 

7.1.2 *TR3> J5T 3>T v»M<A J l MK<fl<J VFffi **£& 

STfafoPT, 1986 cW %%$ 3Rfrf ^ pRRf t^ 

^ feTCf f^FT Sflcff ^TT ell^« fi^TT 3TMT I ^cFT fc|c|( u l 



7.1 Each briefcase shall be legibly and permanently 
marked with tlte following : ^ 

a) Manufacturer's name or initials or registered 
trade-mark, and 

b) Size of the briefcase. 

7.1.1 Eachlbriefcase may also be marked with the 
Standard Mark. 

7.1.2 The use of the Standard Mark is governed by 
the provisions of Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 
1986 and the Rules and Regulations made there- 
under. The details of conditions under which the 
licence for the use of Standard Mark may be granted 
to manufacturers or producers may be obtained 
from the Bureau of Indian Standards. 



ff^t rl% % WhfFT <IKf^l4I $t frSlfe, ITT 1 JT <3ttT ^T 



•Specification for electroplated coatings of nickel and 
chromium on iron and steel (first revision). 

t Specification for sampling inspection tables: Part 1 Inspec- 
tion by attributes and by count of defects (first revision). 
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8 ^foft 8 PACKING 

8.1 4ta&T qft fff s»r % ta> fair affll" fo 15 8.1 The briefcase shall be packed to ensure safe 

tffcm $ ^(NH grRrar ?f 1 3% *?ff tfr ^fatrf * transportation. They may also be packed as agreed 

to gf TOJfo * arggR *ft te ft*T *T Wfm 1 1 » between the purchaser and the supplier. 
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